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Designing the west

santa Fe designers Michael Violante and Paul Rochford create highly 
livable spaces with traditional influences and modern lines 

wRit ten by  eliza Cross

VibrAnt SpiritS

When Pamela and Richard Hanlon 

of Washington, D.C. bought a second 

home in Santa Fe six years ago, they 

knew they needed help. “We were East 

Coasters, and we really didn’t know 

how to bring the right regional aesthet-

ic into our home,” says Pamela. “Plus, 

we wanted the spaces to look appropri-

ate without screaming ‘Southwest.’”

Fortunately, the couple met design-

ers Michael Violante and Paul Rochford 

— principals of Violante and Rochford 

Interiors — who did more than help 

the newcomers design their home. 

“Michael and Paul became friends 

who took us under their wings,” says 

Pamela. “They introduced us to people 

in their wide circle, they shared their 

favorite places with us and they really 

educated us about living here.” 

“People move here from all over 

the world, and one of the first things 

they wonder is, ‘How do we make this 

a Santa Fe house?’” explains Rochford. 

“We both believe the connection we 

make with our clients is the most 

important thing, and our goal is always 

to make the design process enjoyable 

and joyful.”

“When somebody welcomes us 

into their home, it’s a very intimate 

invitation that we take sincerely,” says 

Violante. “We really take the time to 

get to know each person we work with, 

because while every project has our 

signature, everything we do is geared 

to our clients’ sensitivities.” 

in a cozy sitting area warmed by a simple adobe hearth, Violante and Rochford covered a Leathercraf t 
chair with an abstract animal motif fabric, designed by Andrew Martin, and finished it with nail head trim.  
All photos courtesy of Violante & Rochford
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This page, clockwise from top: An antique south American textile hangs on the wall 
behind a pristine white couch. the custom metal table is fitted with a slate top and the 
designers had the vintage 1940s chairs reupholstered in earth-toned fabrics. | A high-
backed settee from hickory Chair creates an inviting welcome in the entry, accented with 
navajo rugs and saddle blankets from shiprock santa Fe. | A Chinese tang Dynasty horse 
sculpture rests atop an 18th-century spanish antique cabinet.
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This page, clockwise from top left: An aboriginal paint-
ing from santa Fe’s Chiaroscuro Contemporary Art makes a 
bold statement in a living area. the settee is from A. Rudin, 
and the custom ottoman is covered in Rose tarlow leather. 
Violante and Rochford designed the spindle side table and 
the rug is from the clients’ collection. | An antique Moroccan 
chest dictated the color palette of blues and greens in this 
master bedroom, where pillows of chartreuse Romo fabric 
and a silk patterned neck pillow contrast with pure white lin-
ens. the painting in the hallway is by Alexander Calder. | the 
designers specified opaque glass for the French doors open-
ing into an intimate living area. the burton James chairs are 
slipcovered in simple white denim, and the blue rug is from 
Arrediamo santa Fe. the circular artifact over the fireplace 
is an ancient Chinese jade bi and the antique table between 
the chairs is from granada, spain. | Violante and Rochford 
sourced the collection of 18th- and 19th-century blue and 
white plates from santa Fe antiques dealer Mediterrania. 
the butcher block table was made by a local craftsman. the 
chair is from the homeowners’ collection and the rug is from 
Arrediamo santa Fe. 

Designing the west
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A native Santa Fean, Rockford formerly co-owned a gal-

lery in town selling art and antiquities when he met Violante, 

who had lived in Santa Fe for two decades and was traveling 

the U.S. designing projects for American Country Collection. 

“When Paul and I discovered that we 

both had strong interior design back-

grounds, we became fast friends,” says 

Violante. 

Now partners in business and life, 

the pair formed their design company 

six years ago to focus primarily on 

regional residential work — although 

they’ve since done select commercial 

work and projects all over the country. Their office is housed 

in a renovated historic 1902 Arts and Crafts home in down-

town Santa Fe with a retail showroom, design studio and 

large fabric library. 

The process varies for each project, but the designers 

will often begin by creating five different plans for a home 

or space. As the overall palette, finishes and concepts are 

honed, they’ll start picking out larger pieces — usually rugs 

Show Schedule: 
2014 NFR Cowboy Christmas Gift Show | December 4 - December 13 | Las Vegas Convention Center | Booth# 1258

Celebration of Fine Art | January 17 - March 29 | SW Corner of Hayden & 101 Loop | Scottsdale, AZ 85260Show dates
2014 NFR Cowboy Christmas Gift Show Dec.4th -  Dec.13th
Las Vegas Convention Center
 
Celebration of Fine Art Jan. 17th - March 29th 2015
SW Corner of Hayden & 101 Loop
Scottsdale AZ 85260

Redwood Burl
58" x 68" 

and furniture first — followed by art, light fixtures, antiques 

and accessories. For custom pieces they frequently draw from 

Santa Fe’s abundant community of craftsmen and artisans, 

such as the metalsmith they hired to create period-appropri-

ate reproduction tin light fixtures for 

the Hanlons’ home.

While Violante and Rochford 

design many vacation homes in the 

resort town, their clients are increas-

ingly changing their minds about leav-

ing. “They begin with a second home 

here, but many people discover they 

love it so much they want to make 

Santa Fe their full-time residence,” offers Rochford. “Then 

we help them figure out how to incorporate their existing 

possessions so that their art and furnishings relate to the 

environment here.”

Violante says they look for common patterns, styles and 

colors to help blend old and new furnishings. “Fortunately, 

Santa Fe style is all about mixing,” he says. “A big part of our 

job is also helping our clients edit their collections. Together, 

Their office is housed in a renovated 

historic 1902 Arts and Crafts home 

in downtown Santa Fe with a 

retail showroom, design studio 
and large fabric library. 

— Continued on page 89



Q:Based in Santa Fe, you 

have such a wonderful diversity 

of galleries from which to source 

great art. Can you share one of 

your favorites? A:We love the 

LewAllen Gallery at the Railyard 

Arts District, which happens to 

represent one of our favorite art-

ists. Emily Mason is an Abstract 

Expressionist who was one of the 

first colorists in the 1950s. She’s still going strong, and 

we’re big fans of her vivacious, beautiful paintings. 

Q: If you could design or curate one Santa Fe muse-

um, what would it be?A: The iconic adobe Palace of 

the Governors on Santa Fe’s Plaza is the oldest public 

building in the United States. We’d love to freshen it 

by enhancing the modern influences that relate to the 

building. It would also be exciting to help house the 

exhibits and collections in a more sophisticated way, 

while still respecting the building’s history and past. 

Q: Tell us about a furnishing or accessory you use 

right now, to impart style in a room. A:In living 

spaces we’ll often place an unusual chair — a 1920s 

Parisian club chair, for instance, or a Danish Mid-

century Modern piece. Because we tend to shop when 

we travel, we always seem to be bringing back chairs 

for our clients and our showroom. We love breathing 

new life into old chairs and contemporizing them with 

cool, funky fabrics. 

Q: Do you have a favorite interior wall paint color? 

A: We love to paint adobe walls 

white. White emphasizes the 

uneven texture of the old clay and 

gives it a simple, sculptural qual-

ity. Benjamin Moore’s Super White 

is very pure, and it takes on light 

beautifully.

Q: Where do you enjoy dining 

out in Santa Fe? A: Geronimo 

on Canyon Road is one of our favorite restaurants to 

walk to for dinner. We usually sit next to each other 

at the bar so we can talk while we eat. Vinaigrette is 

another favorite; they make fabulous salads from the 

produce they grow on their farm, and they also serve a 

wonderful carrot cake. 

Q:Describe your personal entertaining style. 

A:Michael often says I ‘make a mean reservation,’ 

but we enjoy having friends over for casual gatherings 

like cocktails and hors d’oeuvres in the garden. We 

recently hosted 10 guests for the Santa Fe Community 

Foundation’s Guess Who’s Coming To Dinner? fund-

raiser. We put a farmhouse table in the middle of the 

lawn and served barbeque, which was great fun. 

Q: What do you always stock in your pantry and 

refrigerator ? A: We tend to eat very clean, so we 

keep fresh veggies to make big, green Vitamix drinks 

for breakfast every morning. In our pantry, though, 

you’ll find Have’a Corn Chips, Jelly Belly jelly beans for 

Michael’s sweet tooth, and lots of treats for our dogs 

and cats. And we always keep champagne on hand!

WA&A Wants to Know … Michael Violante and Paul Rochford graciously answer 

our questions about incorporating good taste and impeccable style at work and home.

Designing the west
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Where East meets the American West

we sort things in three groups: valuable and sentimental 

pieces, items that are questionable and things they can give 

away. If they can let go of the latter two groups, they feel so 

much lighter — and the project always turns out better.”

One of the pair’s most challenging renovations was that 

of their own home, a historic 2,000-square-foot cottage 

not far from the galleries and restaurants of Canyon Road. 

With its open floorplan, white adobe walls and gleaming 

floors, it’s difficult to imagine the home’s ramshackle past. 

“The garden was a mound of solid concrete that had been 

there for 50 years, and we had to jackhammer it out,” says 

Rochford. “Our personal aesthetic for this home is tradi-

tional styling with clean-lined upholstery and antiques 

This page: in a family-friendly media room, the designers had a built-in sectional sofa 
covered in Fabricut fabric and accented with throw pillows of bright, patterned Pindler & 
Pindler fabric. the custom table was topped with a remnant of stone left over from the 
home’s bathroom remodel; the wall sconces were designed by the homeowners. 
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blended with contemporary 

art. The project has been a 

lot of work and we’re always 

changing the furniture and 

moving things around, but we 

absolutely love it here.” 

“We sometimes work long 

days, so in our own house 

we keep things simple,” says 

Violante. “After looking at 

other people’s things all day, 

our home is a quiet, peaceful 

retreat that rejuvenates us so 

we can do a good job for our 

clients.”

Eliza Cross (www.elizacross.com) is a contributing editor to Western Art & 

Architecture and the author of seven books, including the award-winning Family 

Home of the New West  (Cooper Square Publishing). A member of the Authors Guild 

and Colorado Authors League, she has written more than 250 articles for a variety 

of national and regional publications.

Above: in the open and light living-dining space, the 
designers arranged two chairs and a comfortable couch 
— all by A. Rudin — around a handsome wooden slab 
coffee table made by a local artisan. Dining chairs are 
upholstered in sturdy pistachio-hued Ultrasuede that 
resists fading and stains.




